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Frenchmen was drowned, under like circumstances,
yet less dangerous, for there was no longer any ice.

Having escaped so many perils, we crossed our
river on the ice, which was not yet broken; and
three hours after midnight, on Palm Sunday, April
oth, I reéntered our little house. God knows what
joy there was on both sides! I found the house
filled with peace and blessings, every one being in
good health, by the grace of our Lord. Monsieur
the Governor, learning of my return, sent to me
[323] two of our most prominent Frenchmen, to in-
quire after my health. His affection for us is indeed
very evident. One of the heads of the old family in
the country® also hastened to express his joy at my
return. They knew by the small amount of snow
that had fallen that Winter, which was less severe
than others, that the Savages, and consequently I,
would suffer greatly from famine; and hence some
even shed tears of joy at seeing me escaped from so
great a danger. Blessed be our Lord, in time and
in eternity.

I wanted to describe this journey, to show Your
Reverence the great hardships that must be endured
in following the Savages; but I entreat, for the
last time, those who have any desire to help them
not to be frightened; not only because God makes
himself more powerfully felt in our time of need,
and in the helplessness of his creatures, but also be-
cause it will no longer be necessary to make these
sojourns when we shall know their languages and
reduce them to rules. I have reported some details
[324] which might have been omitted; and have
passed over in silence much that would, perhaps, have
been read with pleasure; but the fear of being tedi-



